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The Honorable Lisa Jackson 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Ariel Rios Building 2ill1 AUG ~ 3 PM 2: 34 
1200 Pennsyl'vania Avenue, N. W. 
Mail Code: 1 lOlA 
Washington. DC 20460 

July 30, 2012 

Dear Administrator Jackson: 

We \vrite on behalf ofthe Alaska Native Village ofNewhalen and the Native Village of 
South Naknek, t\vo lhierally~recognized tribes, and the Alaska Peninsula Corporation (APCL a 
merged village cmvoration (\vithin the meaning ofthe Alaska Native Claims Settlement) vvhuse 
villages indude both South Naknek and Ne\:vhalcn. concerning the EPA's Draft Bristol Bay 
Wat~;~rshcd assessment ""An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of 
Bristol Bay, AJaska" ("Assessment"). 

We have previously \Vritten to you about expanding the 60~day public comment period 
for the Assessment \Ve write now with t\vo requests: ( 1) we f(mmllly request that EPA reopen 
the cmmnent periud for 120 days to give us adequate time to provide thoughtfi_il comments about 
the Assessment; (2) we t1mnally request immediate and meaningful tribal consultation 
concerning EPA's actions on the Assessment Accordingly, please consider this k~tter an official 
request on behalf of our t.ribal communities to consult with you concerning the Assessment. 

Among various guiding mandates and principles relating to EPA's obligations concerning 
tribal consultation as provided in the Executive Order 13! 75 ····Consultation and Coordination 
1vith Indian Triba! Governments, the 1984 EPA Indian Policy, lhe 2011 EPA Polley on 
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes, and other dcH.:umcnts, we note in1porLm1 
guidance providing, 

EPA 's poli(V is to consult on a gm·enlmeJU-to-government basis 
H'ith federally recogni::ed tribal governments when EPA actions 
(uui deci.sions may a:{,f(y'f tribal interest,<;. Consu!!ation is a process 
o{mcaningfu! communication and coordination between EPA ami 
tribal otficiuls prio[ to EPA wking aclions or implementing 
decisions that may a{/(>ct tribes, 

201! Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes at 1 (emphasis added}. 

EPA actions concerning the Assessment and pot.ential plans f!)r mining in the Bristol Bay 
watershed area will undoubtedly affect tribal interests in AlasbL Along \vith questions 
surrounding potential environmental impacts arising out of mining on the Bristol Bay watershed, 
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there are many consideraJions to address relating to txonomic development, inh·astructurc 
development and population grcn:v1h should mining activity proceed in the area. 

Importantly, the area of the Assessment's t\)cus in southw-est Alaska is currently· 
t~xperiencing rampant out-migration of Alaska Natives who cannot find jobs or afibrd to 
continue to live in their traditional communities. Schools are closing and villages arc 
downsizing. Thest~ impacts seriously endanger the strength of these Native communities and 
Alaska Native culture. Conversely, the creation of a new source of wealth through rnining 
activity in the subject area would hrrve the benefit of creating new jobs, strengthening local 
institutions and communities and thereby hdping preserve Alaska Native culture and tmditionL 
lmport.antly, this potential development also provides tremendous opportunity to allovv APC ~a 
significant land O\:VmT in the region ···· to develop its O\vn land assets, which in tum would have 
great benefit fbr its villages and shareholders. 

Clearly, EPA's \vork on the Assessment \:vill b(~ critical to the t1Iture of our communities, 
particularly if EPA issues a preemptive 404( c) veto on mining development in the subject area 
onc~,;~ the Assessment is finalized. \Ve have real concerns about the rnanner in \Vhich EPA has 
approached the Assessment, including the reliability and objectivity ofthe process undertaken 
and its proposed findings. Accordingly, it is imperative that impacted tribes have ample 
opportunity pr~Qr to t1nalizing the Assessment to meaningfully consult \Vith you and your staff 
about this matter. We strongly believe such consultation includes an opportunity to comment on 
the Assessment in its draft tbrm and reiterate our request that the 60··day public comment period 
EPA has prodded fbr our comments completely ignores the responsibilities \Ve have to our 
families and communities in maintaining our traditional culture and way of1ifc to undertake 
fishing, hunting and gathering activity during the short Alaska summer, which is why we have 
also requested an appropriate extension ofthe comment period. 

The host ofNative villages and corporations that have also \veighcd in with EPA on this 
issue strongly underscores the need En immediate meaningful consultation concerning EPA's 
Assessment Accordingly, we seek an opportunity to meet with EPA staff right a'>vay to express 
our concerns about the lack of ample opportunity to comment on the Assc~ssment and separately, 
the Assessment's impact on the future of Alaska Native communities. 

Respeclfblly, 

7~u/ ~;~z~ 7k..£;_e~· 
-----,.f.""A!i£-------------------------·-····································-·---
Mary Jai{c N iclsen, CEO, Alaska Peninsula Corporation 

1imd Wassillie, Pres;dent Nevvhalen Tribal Council 

.,.--"'\ \ ' 
(~/]~ 

Donald Nielsen, President, South Naknek Village Council 
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